I New Tbbaccx) Distributor Leader 
^ Pledges Cooperation Against Foes 


•*We are part of the tobacco channel.’* 
says Terry J. Bums, new executive di¬ 
rector of the National Association of 
Tobacco Distributors, “No matter 
where you are in the channel, anti¬ 
smoking legislation will affect you.” 

Bums on a recent visit to The To¬ 
bacco Institute tn Washington. D.C. 
pledged his oiganization’s cooperation 
in combating anti-tobacco proposals. 
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“We are in the process of finding out 
how we will mesh” with other tobacco 
groups. Bums explains. His organiza¬ 
tion was founded in 1932. and repre¬ 
sents 1,800 tobacco wholesalers who 
annually sell SI2.5 billion in products. 
Nine persons are on the staff, all head¬ 
quartered in New York City. 

NATD distributors also bring to 
local stores candy, combs and cough 
drops, gloves and gum. shaving prod¬ 
ucts. shoelaces, soft drinks, stationery 
applies and sunglasses, and numerous 
ler consumer products. They serve 
.0(X) retail outlets in the U. S. and 

>ic« Association 

Bums, a handsome, dark-haired 37- 
Vear-okl Wichita. Kan., native, grew up 
in Southern California. He has a degree 
in marketing from the University of 


EDITOR*S NOTE: The American 
Cancer Society is claiming 
that 19 million Americans 
attempted to go 24 hours 
without cigarettes during 
its sixth Great American 
Smokeout on Nov, 18, Asked 
\ by the media for comment, 

"a Tobacco Institute spokes- 
man called the Smokeout "a 
publicity campaign, a gim¬ 
mick,'* and sadd the money 
would be better spent on 
basic cancer research. One 
person who did not quit smo- 
king on that November day 
was Jim Jenkins, columnist 
for the Greensboro CN,C.) 
Daily News, With his per¬ 
mission, we reprint excerpts 
from his column telling why 
he kept smoking. 


Today is the Great Ameri 
can Smokeout. All over 
America > smokers of all 



tionai Association of Convenience 
Stores. He assumed his present posi¬ 
tion on Aug. I. 

Bums says he became well ac¬ 
quainted with tobacco, and leaders in 
that industry, through his convenience 
store work. Cigarettes represent 20 
percent of sales at an average conveni¬ 
ence store, he says, and each carries 90 
to 100 brands. “I know the importance 
of tobacco.” he says. 

Bums is undertaking a major survey 
of membership to identify immediate 
concerns and what long-range services 
they would like from NATD. The sur¬ 
vey will tell where the membership 
wants to go, he says. Bums promises a 
more active organization. 


CPtwtobraiiWbwnM 

Trny J. Bums, named Nutiomd Association of Tobacco Distributors executhe 
director in August, pnunises a viiitmnts future fitr his orpanizaiion and the indus¬ 
try. NATD is headquartered in Ne\v York City and represents 1,800 hfbacco 
%%'iudesaiers naikmuide. 


California at Pomona and has done 
graduate work in finance. 

He formerly was general martager of 


a Kellogg Co. training center for res¬ 
taurant employees and the director of 
education and expositions for the Na- 


Annual Convontion 

One key. anxiously awaited NATD 
project each year is its natkmal con¬ 
vention and merchandise exhibit, 
scheduled for March 1983 in Chicago. 

TI Presideni Samuel D. Chikote Jr. 
is on the program, to speak about to¬ 
bacco conlroversies. 

Bums says ”hoi topics” to be dis¬ 
cussed at workshops in Chicago are 
financial concerns including the impact 
of new state and Federal tobacco taxes. 

Focus the convention is education. 
Bums says. NATD identifies the wants 
and needs of membership and attempts 
to meet them, he says. 

The convention is officially named 
“The Challenge of Change.” Thai’s ap¬ 
propriate for NATD. with its vigorous 
new leadership, and for the industry as 
a whole, with continued and varying 
battles to fight. “Challenge” may be an 
understatement but. Bums says, all 
challenges will be met. 


Late News 


shapes and sizes are being 
asked to surrender their 
cigarettes for 24 hours. 

today, for 24 hours, I 
am giving up smoked salmon. 
But I am going to smoke a 
lot of cigarettes. 

I am going to smoke them 
at home, at the office, at 
lunch, at dinner. I am go¬ 
ing to go out in public to¬ 
night and smoke them. I am 
not going to be intimidated. 

I am going to carry a ruler 
around in case I run into 
anybody with one of those 
little fans, so I can ruin 
his blades if he aims it at 
me. 

Smokers are people, too. 

I enjoy smoking. I like 
the aroma it leaves in a 
room. I like my guitar¬ 
shaped ashtray. I like the 
gentlemanly custom of light¬ 
ing a woman’s cigarette, I 


like the colorful billboards. 

There is no question that 
smoking is downright patrio¬ 
tic, when you really think 
about it. 

What would Franklin Roose¬ 
velt have beep without his 
smokes? Winston Churchill 
without a cigar? Jefferson 
Davis without his corncob? 

I should also point out 
Iiere that Hitler didn't 
smoke, which probably ex¬ 
plains idiy he was so uptight. 
.>tor did Nkissolini or King 
George III. 

What would politics be 
without smoke-filled rooms? 
IVhat would a firing squad be 
without a blindfold and a 
cigarette? IVhat would Madi¬ 
son Avenue be without the 
flick of a Bic? 

We in North Carolina coimt 
a idwle heap on tobacco for 
our livelihoods. 


But smokers are discrimin¬ 
ated against. We are segre¬ 
gated in airplanes. We are 
given dingy comers in res¬ 
taurants. We are denied our 
pleasure in theaters. We 
are growled at by co-workers. 

I am weary of discritiiina- 
tion. Uhy don’t tliey have a 
Great .American Chocolate Out? 
Or a Great .American Burger 
Out? Or a Great .American 
Brown Suit Out? 

I mean, think about it. 

.Now, if you were the Chinese 
Comnunists, when would you 
attack? 

You'd attack when the Joint 
Chiefs are all in the men's 
room lighting up because 
they can't smoke in public 
during the Great American 
.Smokeout. 

That’s why I'm staying 
close to my smokes today. 
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